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By Deborah Wright

When Jody and I were nearing the end of our sabbatical trip in London, Catherine

pointed out a sign to us which read, "If you could have only one memory of your life,

what memory would you choose?" What a question! After thinking for some time

and realizing there was no possible way to answer that question, I asked, "If you

could have only one memory of our trip, what would it be?"

There were so many unforgettable moments our family shared that summer, but my

mind soon settled on one memory–our rooftop evening in Prague. The day began

with coffee and pastries, was filled with a whirlwind of sightseeing adventures in

a beautiful city, and ended with the five of us on a rooftop terrace that fortunately

came with our apartment. Looking out over the red rooftops and cobbled streets of

Prague, we spent the evening relaxing, remembering, and enjoying being together

as a family. The night ended in a spectacular fashion, with a fireworks display from

the Vlatve River just beyond our apartment!

 This Lenten season, I have spent some time reflecting on all that Lakeside has meant

to our family during the past seventeen years and pondering what "Lakeside

memory" I would want etched in my mind and heart. Again, there are too many that

have shaped my life and faith, but I would like to share three memories which are

especially meaningful to me.

The first memory is Savannah’s dedication. Jody and I were not able to be with

Robert and Lenka when Savannah was born, and we waited "patiently" for six

months until we could finally hold our granddaughter. There was nothing more

special than seeing Jody hold Savannah in his arms and walk down the aisle with

her, although we were both holding our breath that Savannah wouldn’t start crying

in her grandpa’s arms! Savannah’s dedication, however, was made even more



special by the tears of joy shed for our family by our Lakeside family. You were all

just as happy for us as we were for ourselves!

My second memory is when Catherine spoke at Lakeside’s youth recognition service

when she graduated from high school. It was quite a dark and dreary day, but there

was a soft glow within the sanctuary. Catherine had grown up in a church where

she was nurtured and loved. She recalled how as a child she always thought of

Noah’s ark when she entered the sanctuary. As if on cue, "the heavens opened up"

and it began to storm. Tears were flowing from Catherine’s eyes while the raindrops

were pouring outside. I cannot adequately describe the sense of warmth, peace, and

security I felt at that moment–for Catherine as well as for Jody and me–inside our

"ark sanctuary," knowing, however, that the time for Catherine to "go to be involved

in the world" was close at hand.

My final Lakeside remembrance is Robert and Lenka’s commissioning service. The

laying on of hands was still a bit unfamiliar and uncomfortable to many in our

congregation. I was hopeful that several members would join Jody and me in

offering their blessings. As Jody and I went forward to pray for our children and

then turned to go back to our seats, we looked out on our family of faith wrapped

around the sanctuary, ready also to wrap Robert and Lenka with their love,

encouragement and prayers. Jody and I will be forever grateful.

As we reflect on Christ’s vision for Lakeside moving forward, we need to look to God

to be "our guiding light." But we also need to look closely to her members as our

examples for purpose and passion. We need to look to the people of Lakeside who

reflect God’s "holy image" to guide us and then send us out into the world to do

likewise. We need to shed tears of joy for all of God’s children and find ways to

nurture them. And then we need to find creative ways to wrap those children with

our love, support, and prayers.

As we pray for vision and guidance, individually as well as a congregation, may God

wrap his loving arms around us and hold us closely in his care. May our lives and

our church be filled with God’s truth and light. And may we find ways to express

God’s love for one another, our community, and our world. May we be a reflection

of all God’s goodness and grace.



PrayerPrayerPrayerPrayer

By Avis B. Christiansen

Fill all my vision, Savior, I pray,

Let me see only Jesus today;

Though through the valley Thou leadest me,

Thy fadeless glory encompasseth me. 
 

Fill all my vision, Savior divine,

Till with Thy glory my spirit shall shine.

Fill all my vision, that all may see

Thy holy Image reflected in me. 
 

Fill all my vision, every desire

Keep for Thy glory; my soul inspire

With Thy perfection, Thy holy love

Flooding my pathway with light from above.
 

Fill all my vision, let naught of sin

Shadow the brightness shining within.

Let me see only Thy blessed face,

Feasting my soul on Thy infinite grace.
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I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one

of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day

until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you

will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 

 

It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your

heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in

the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for

all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 

And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge

and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you

may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that

comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 


